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There will be reoccurrences of  information in Footprints in the Sugar  
as each chapter was written as a “stand alone” historical story. 
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Chapter One begins with the genesis of sugar and takes the reader through a quick 
history of the evolution of cane and beet sugar. It provides some interesting trivia about 
sugar, introduces the Havemeyer family and how they came to control the American cane 
and beet sugar markets and, finally, provides some graphics to explain the process 
required to put various types of sugar on the tables of households throughout the world.    
 
Sugar Facts and Trivia -------------------------------------------------------------------   12-14 

 Beet Sugar Process -----------------------------------------------------------------------   15-18  

  
  

CCHHAAPPTTEERR  TTWWOO  
EEMMEERRGGEENNCCEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCOOLLOORRAADDOO  BBEEEETT  SSUUGGAARR  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY  --------------------------    2211  

  

Chapter Two addresses Colorado’s need for an industry to replace its waning mining 
industry. It introduces the men who pioneered the beet sugar industry in Colorado, as well 
as the tremendous hurdles they encountered and overcame to bring the industry to fruition. 
The gentlemen who invested their time, energy, and resources in the fledgling venture never 
lost their vision that sugar beets could indeed replace gold.   
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Chapter Three is essentially an insight into the lives of four truly notable gentlemen – 
those who founded the Great Western Sugar Company. Not only did they invest in the 
company, they nurtured it until it was recognized globally for its excellence in product and 
technology. But their interests went way beyond sugar as the gentlemen also personally 
contributed financially to educational and commercial endeavors, philanthropic and civil 
organizations, historic preservation, museums and libraries, and the arts.  
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Chapter Four takes the reader on a journey through Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, 
and Montana, albeit the majority of information is about Colorado. It provides a brief 
historical background in regard to why particular towns were settled and why they 
eventually had a beet sugar factory. The chapter gives the reader a glimpse into the lives of 
ordinary farmers and townsfolk who believed in the merits of the beet sugar industry and 
the far-reaching economic benefits that would come from building a factory in their town. 
It also begins to introduce the Sugar Tramps, the men and women who made the Great 
Western Sugar Company what it was…a technological trendsetter and production 
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Chapter Five explains why and how German-Russian immigrants came to America, and 
why the Great Western Sugar Company chose to contract their labor. It takes the reader 
back in time to the mid-1700s when German-speaking emigrants fled the Holy Roman 
Empire to escape persecution and war, and follows them as they leave their homes in 
Russia decades later to journey to America in the late 1800s. The chapter reveals the 
strength and perseverance of the German-Russian people as they overcame cultural and 
ethnic issues in Russia and America. It is an inspiring chapter about a truly remarkable 
group of immigrants.  
 
Eight Groups of  German people who immigrated to Russia* ------------------ 215 
Summarization of  Empress Catherine the Great II Manifesto, 1762* --------- 217-218 
Fig. 1 - Emigration Due to Manifesto ------------------------------------------------------- 218-i 
Styles of  earthen homes built by German-Russians* ----------------------------- 219 
Fig. 2 - Russian Style Architecture ----------------------------------------------------------- 219-i 

  Fig. 3 - Earthen Homes Replace Semeljankas --------------------------------------------- 219-ii 
  Fig. 4 - Floor Plan of German-Russian Home -------------------------------------------- 219-iii 
  Fig. 5 - Bergseite Villages ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 220-i 

Fig. 6 - Wiesenseite Villages ------------------------------------------------------------------ 220-ii 
  Tsar Paul I – Ten-Point Privilegium, 1789* ---------------------------------------- 221-222 

Fig. 7 - Railroads Initiate Land-Selling Campaigns --------------------------------------- 227-i 
  Fig. 8 - Journey to America ------------------------------------------------------------------- 229-i 
  Fig. 9 - Immigrant Processing Centers ------------------------------------------------------ 229-ii 
  Immigrant settlement in America* --------------------------------------------------- 232 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

xiii 

Fig. 10 - German-Russian Neighborhoods ------------------------------------------------- 237-i  
Fig. 11 - Beetworker Schendas --------------------------------------------------------------- 238-i 

  Fig. 12 - Beetworker Labor Contract, 1917 (2 pages) ------------------------------------ 240-i 
  German-Russians determination to acquire land in America* ----------------- 242 

Fig. 13 - German-Russians in America, 1920 ---------------------------------------------- 248-i 
  Fig. 14 - United States Census, 1920 -------------------------------------------------------- 248-ii 
  German-Russians perpetuation of lineage* ---------------------------------------- 249-250 

  Facts of  Interest* ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 251-253 

  
  
CCHHAAPPTTEERR  SSIIXX 

   LLOOSS  BBEETTAABBEELLEERROOSS  ((TTHHEE  BBEEEETTWWOORRKKEERRSS))::  
  FFOORREEIIGGNNEERRSS  IINN  TTHHEEIIRR  OOWWNN  LLAANNDD  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  225544    

                                                              

Chapter Six takes the reader back to a time before Colorado was granted its statehood. 
Such a journey is necessary in order to lay the foundation that attempts to explain why 
the Mexican labor force never evolved as have other ethnic groups of labor, especially those 
connected to agricultural field labor. The chapter was a difficult one since in most regards 
it does not have a happy ending. Although the Great Western Sugar Company employed 
thousands of Mexicans, as a company it did not necessarily value their labor even though, 
at many times throughout the history of the company, Mexicans were the only laborers 
willing to perform the backbreaking task of stoop labor. For the majority of Mexicans 
who work in agriculture today, little has changed in more than a hundred years. This 
chapter strives to present the ethnic group’s contribution to the survival and success of the 
Great Western Sugar Company in the positive light it so deserves.  
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Chapter Seven presents the reader with a piece of American history known to few people 
and seldom acknowledged by the United States government. The chapter explains why 
foreign soldiers were interned in camps throughout America during World War II. The 
reader will at first be surprised that such an event took place but will then enjoy learning 
how the prisoners were treated, the liberties they were granted, how they spent their time in 
the camps, and the impact they had on a agricultural economy devastated by war. The 
Great Western Sugar Company not only used the prisoners as field labor, it also housed 
hundreds of prisoners in its facilities. The chapter will evoke many emotions, most of 
which are heartwarming as well as historically relevant. 
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Chapter Eight will take the reader on a journey that begins on a positive note as it gives 
an overview of the impact the Great Western Sugar Company had on not only the beet 
sugar industry but on the agricultural economy of towns and farmers in Colorado, 
Montana, Wyoming, and Nebraska; many of the towns developed beyond the wildest 
expectations of their civic leaders due to the presence of a Great Western factory. Then an 
unforeseen takeover of the company in 1967 initiates the heartbreaking demise of the 
Great Western Sugar Company, which becomes a monetary pawn used by men who care 
little for the company, men with an insatiable appetite for notoriety and financial profit. 
By 1985 little was left of the company. Surely its pioneers never envisioned its tragic end.  
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Chapter Nine provides a brief, historic profile of all the Great Western Sugar Company 
factories and status of each factory site as of 2004 (unless noted otherwise). Bulleted items 
in the chapter are from a 1978 study conducted by Dena S. Markoff  (unless cited 
otherwise). The year is significant as for all intents and purposes it is when the final 
dissolution of  the company took place. The chapter is an excellent summarization and 
quick reference for each GWS factory.  
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Chapter Ten is page after page of old photos, personal glimpses into the lives of GWS 
employees, reproductions of old advertisements, several covers and a short history of the 
Great Western Sugar Company newsletter The Sugar Press, as well as stories, poems 
and interesting trivia about the sugar company. It is a heartwarming journey through the 
past lives of those who proudly called themselves Sugar Tramps. The chapter gives the 
reader an opportunity to walk with those who left their footprints in the sugar.  
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